
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ariel Belasen        

Department: Economics & Finance     Phone Number: (618) 650- 2940 

E-mail Address: abelase@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8-10 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities:   AH 3144   

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The project will examine what kind of an impact pirate attacks have on global financial markets. It has been shown 

that pirate attacks disrupt local coastal economies and significantly drive down GDP. But what happens to the stock 

markets in those countries?  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student will engage in high quality research; manipulating raw data into a usable data set; running a series of 

regression analysis estimations; and then writing a paper detailing the methodology and results.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   1. How to properly maintain a database.  

   2. How to conduct social science research.  

   3. How to properly present findings in a paper or presentation form.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students must have completed at least two semesters of statistics, ex. MS251, ECFI415, etc. or be willing to spend a 

few weeks this summer learning the required statistical methodology for the project 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

  

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Preference for students who have received an A in MS251 and/or in ECFI415.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 

 



 


